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Event diary 
  

21st International Fertiliser Society  

Conference  

Robinson College 

Cambridge 

12-13 December 2013 
 

Agriscot  

Ingliston 

Edinburgh 

20 November 

  
UK Grain 

Peterborough Arena  

East of England Showground 

Peterborough 

6 November  

 
 Crop Tec 

East of England Showground 

Peterborough 

30-31 October 

 

CropWorld 

RAI 

Amsterdam 

29-30 October 

 

  Scottish Ploughing Championship 

Bower  

Wick 

26-27 October 

 

Roythornes Solicitors 

Down on the Farm 

Maximising returns 

Newark Showground 

14.30 - 19.30  

22 October 

 
Countryside Live 

Great Yorkshire Showground 

Harrogate 

 19-20 October 

  
National Fruit Show 

Kent Showground 

Maidstone 

16-17 October 

  

Welsh Dairy Show 

Carmarthan 

15 October 

  
British National Ploughing  

Championships 

Llanwarne 

Herefordshire 

12-13 October 

  
   

Please send in your diary dates, place-

ment is free and for a small charge of 

£20+vat you can have a live hyperlink 

direct to your website for four issues. 

Market Report 
OSR: 

 Jonathan Lane 
trading manager 

Gleadell 
WE CONTINUE to hear reports of bet-

ter than expected yields in soybeans in 

the US but the harvest has been slightly 

delayed by wet weather. This has helped 

rally prices as exporters and crushers 

wait for seed. We have no USDA report 

this week due to the US government 

shutdown.  

 

  MATIF rapeseed has continued to rally 

this week, moving consistently higher 

on little fresh news. Crush margins have 

improved particularly in the pre-

Christmas positions, with rape oil firm-

ing in the EU.  

 

  European and UK crushers have used 

the rally to book seed with the strength 

in the euro, helping many UK farmers 

reach target-selling levels of £300/t ex 

farm. The move in MATIF and the euro 

presents a good opportunity for farmers 

to lock in some sales. 

BCPC on sea 
BCPC Congress 2013, Focus on EU 

Regulatory Affairs, returned to the Hil-

ton Metropole Hotel, Brighton last week 

after an absence of nearly a decade. This 

specialist event provided an opportunity 

to be updated on the implementation and 

impact of the EU Plant Protection Prod-

uct 1107/2009 legislation, and the asso-

ciated EU Sustainable Use Directive.  

  

 The regulatory environment as a key 

driver of agricultural practice and inno-

vation in the EU, was reflected in plena-

ry addresses on the outlook for the crop 

protection industry in Europe delivered 

by Gordon Rennick, (Pesticide Registra-

tion and Control Division, Dept of Agri-

culture, Food and the Marine, Ireland), 

and on the evolution of environmental 

protection presented by Professor Lor-

raine Maltby, University of Sheffield.   

  

 Representatives of Member State regu-

lators, including the UK CRD and a 

number of the agrochemical companies, 

shared views on the issues of implemen-

tation of the legislation (legal uncertain-

ties, AIR programme, comparative as-

sessment and zonal authorisation), lead-

ing into a strong agenda of specialist 

topics. A topical, human health-related 

session included endocrine disruption, 

dermal absorption and the concept of a 

threshold of toxicological concern. The 

corresponding environmental session 

provided an update on the status of envi-

ronmental exposure assessment and the 

controversy surrounding neonicotinoid 

restrictions. Related topics included de-

scriptions of the UK National Action 

Plan and industry stewardship schemes.  

  

 The Congress agenda also covered 

presentations on the market penetration 

of biopesticides and EU regulatory is-

sues influencing the growth of this in-

creasingly important sector. Social sci-

ence aspects were strongly represented, 

including presentations and discussion 

on how activist and press activity influ-

ences political and regulatory actions, 

with consequent impact on innovation 

and how this might be counteracted. 

  

  BCPC Chairman Dr Colin Ruscoe re-

flected on the very positive reaction of 

delegates and exhibitors to the return to 

Brighton. “It is clear that the unique 

features of the venue and the event were 

much appreciated by well over 150 in-

dustry attendees .”   

  

 Next year’s BCPC Congress will again 

be held at the Hilton Metropole, Bright-

on on 23 - 24 September 2014. 

AMTRA seek new chair  
AMTRA, the Animal Medicines Train-

ing Regulatory Authority for over 5,000 

SQPs (Suitably Qualified Persons) 

working across the UK, is seeking a new 

chair to replace Bob Stevenson when he 

retires in early 2014. 

   

“AMTRA has a highly responsible role 

within the animal medicines industry,” 

Mr Stevenson says. “We train and regu-

late SQPs, work within the Veterinary 

Medicines Regulations to ensure best 

practice in the supply of VPS 

(Veterinarian, Pharmacist, SQP) medi-

cines, and inform at all levels of society, 

from customers buying these medicines, 

to the Secretary of State, to whom we 

are answerable.”  

  

Mr Stevenson became AMTRA Chair in 

2008, and has been a member of the 

AMTRA Board since 1999. Secretary 

general Stephen Dawson said: “The suc-

cessful candidate to replace Bob may 

come from the animal health sector, but 

we’re also looking at candidates from 

other areas who can bring the necessary 

independence, leadership qualities and 

experience, for this prestigious role.” 

  

For more information about the role, 

contact details can be found on the 

AMTRA website (www.amtra.org.uk). 

http://www.amtra.org.uk
http://www.roythorne.co.uk/Event/26/Down-on-the-farm-(2):-Stepping-back,-starting-up,-and-maximising-returns.html

